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According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) February bulletin (Perspectivas
Alimentarias), cereal grain harvest projections for 1992 in Latin America and the Caribbean are
positive, with the exception of Haiti. For Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean, wheat
production in 1991 totaled 4.2 million metric tons, a 5% increase over 1990. According to Mexican
government sources, the 1991 harvest came to 4.1 million MT. Drought caused a drop in Guatemalan
wheat output last year. Preliminary projections for the Mexican 1992 wheat harvest are "positive."
Secondary cereal grains output in 1991 for the region totaled 23 million MT, a 9% decline relative to
1990. The largest increases were recorded in Mexico, Honduras and Nicaragua. At the other extreme
was El Salvador, with a total 562,000 MT. In Guatemala, corn production came to 1.2 million MT,
10% less than in 1990. The Costa Rican corn harvest last year declined for the fourth consecutive
year. Sorghum output in Haiti registered a substantial reduction compared to 1990. The 1991 rice
harvest was similar to the poor performance recorded in 1990, with negative growth rates recorded
in Mexico, Cuba, Costa Rica, Honduras and Guatemala. In the Costa Rican case, the decline was
exacerbated by a shortage of production credit, farmers' uncertainty regarding price and grain trade
deregulation. In South America, wheat production in 1991 was estimated at 15.6 million MT, down
8% compared to 1990. Despite major storms and torrential rains in December and early January,
Argentina's wheat harvest totaled 9.8 million MT, 1.8 million MT higher than initial estimates.
The amount was 10% less than the exceptional harvest of 1990. Brazilian wheat production in
1991 came to 3.1 million MT, the poorest harvest in seven years. Uruguay also registered a sharp
decline in wheat output. The Bolivian 1991 harvest set a new record. Wheat output in Ecuador and
Colombia was above respective averages. Chilean production was down 8% compared to 1990, and
Peru registered decline as well. Wheat harvest projections for 1992 in the Andean nations can be
summarized as generalized decline. Projections for other cereal grains in South American nations
are generally positive. In 1991, combined output of secondary cereal grains was 43.7 million MT,
compared to 37.8 MT in 1990. The Argentine 1992 corn harvest is projected at 11 million MT, about
the same as in 1991. A slight increase in Brazil, Chile and Uruguay is predicted. Corn output in Peru
is expected to decline again this year due to production credit shortages. The South American rice
harvest in 1991 was estimated at 15.3 million MT, a 13% increase relative to 1990, a year of severe
decline resulting from drought. The 1991 figure was below normal output levels. A bumper rice
crop in 1992 is expected in Brazil, the region's largest producer, due to higher subsidies and price
floors. In contrast, the Peruvian rice harvest is expected to decline still further, outcome of scarce
production credit. World-wide cereal grain output in 1991 was calculated at 1.882 billion MT, a 4.4%
decline compared to 1990, a record year. Trade in 1991-92 is predicted at 201 billion MT, up 8% over
1990-91. (Basic data from Spanish news service EFE, 02/14/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

